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GO BEYOND THE BINGO BEYOND THE BIN??
WhyWhy

All Boulder County residents and businesses have 
access to a first-of-its-kind facility that does not exist in 
most US communities. It’s the Eco-Cycle/City of Boulder 
Center for Hard-to-Recycle Materials, affectionately 
called the CHaRM, where many items that you can’t 
recycle in your curbside bin are accepted.

GIVE NEW LIFE TO MATERIALS THAT 
TYPICALLY GET TRASHED
The common products and packaging 
accepted at the CHaRM are challenging 
to recycle for many reasons: they do 
not have enough inherent value to be 
recycled at a profit, contain multiple 
materials that cannot be separated 
and responsibly recycled at a profit, 
are toxic to handle and require 
special procedures, and/or have strict 
collection guidelines that don’t mix 
with curbside recycling systems. That’s 
why there is a fee associated with most 
of the products accepted—Eco-Cycle 
and the City of Boulder are actually 
paying to have these items processed.  

RECYCLE ELECTRONICS TO THE 
HIGHEST STANDARDS
It is illegal to throw electronics 
in the trash in Colorado because 
of the hazardous toxins found 
in them. You can recycle your 
electronics at the CHaRM 
knowing they are recycled 
following the world’s most 
rigorous environmental and 
social justice criteria. 

CREATE JOBS FOR PEOPLE 
WITH disAbilities
Thanks to a partnership with Blue 
Star Recyclers, when you recycle 
your electronics at the CHaRM, 
you also create recycling jobs for 
people with disAbilities. 

GIVE RECOVERING INDIVIDUALS 
A NEW LEASE ON LIFE 
Through Eco-Cycle’s partnership 
with Spring Back Colorado, 
every time you drop off your old 
mattress or box spring at the 
CHaRM, you support employment 
opportunities for Coloradans 
rebuilding their lives.

SUPPORT SCHOOLS AND 
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
Bring your used children’s books 
to the CHaRM, and help us 
redistribute approximately 50,000 
books each year to 27 local and 
international organizations 
including shelters, clinics, and 
schools.

Center for Hard-to-Recycle Materials (CHaRM) • 6400 Arapahoe Road • Boulder, CO 80303 • 303.444.6634

Vinny is an 
All-Star Recycler...
And he’s really good at recycling 
electronics.

But Vinny, who has a development 
disability, was struggling to fi nd work. 
Then he found Blue Star Recyclers.

The nonprofi t partners with Eco-Cycle 
to give young adults like Vinny 
meaningful jobs recycling electronics 
at Eco-Cycle’s Center for Hard-to-
Recycle Materials (CHaRM).

A trained technician, Vinny once 
disassembled 48 computers in 4 
hours, a record that sti ll stands.

 “Work has opened a lot of doors for 
me,” Vinny said. “I get lots of social 
interacti on on the job, and I’ve always 
liked fi guring things out.”

So next ti me you drop-off  electronics 
at the CHaRM, say “hello” to Vinny 
and the gang. They love what they do, 
and they’re able to do it because of 
YOU. Recycling never felt so good.
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good for people • good for the planet

HIGHEST INDUSTRY 
STANDARDS

When utilizing the CHaRM, we:

1

2

3

4

5

There’s more to recycling than what you can put in your curbside bin. Bring your hard-to-recycle items to the CHaRM!


