
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I. Introduction 

Who is Eco-Cycle? What is Zero Waste? Using this Guide.   

II. Waste-Reduction Activities 

Chapter 1 – Eco-Wise School Supplies 

Chapter 2 – Waste-Free Lunch 

▪ Classroom Challenge, Part 1  

▪ School Contest, Part 2 

▪ Durables in the Cafeteria, Part 3 

Chapter 3 – Refillable Water Bottle Project 

Chapter 4 – Take a Bite Out of Food Waste 

Chapter 5 – “One or None” Paper Towel Campaign 

Chapter 6 – Paper Reduction Campaign 

Chapter 7 – Trimming Holiday Waste 

Chapter 8 – Getting Artsy with Reuse 

Chapter 9 – Locker Leftovers/Classroom Cleanout 

Chapter 10 – Reducing Junk Mail  

Chapter 11– Zero Waste School Parties and Events 

Chapter 12 – Repurposing in the Classroom  

Chapter 13 – Making Cloth Napkins 

Chapter 14 – Reusing Children’s Books 

Chapter 15 – Green Cleaning: Non-Toxic Schools 

Chapter 16 – Lessening Litter 

Chapter 17 – Purchasing Policy 

▪ Classroom Policy, Part 1 

▪ School/District Policy, Part 2 

III. Recycling Activities 

Chapter 18 – Schoolwide Recycling Collection 

Chapter 19 – Special Materials for Recycling 

Chapter 20 – Creative Crayon Recycling  

Chapter 21 – Making Recycled Paper  

Chapter 22 – Carton/Drink Container Recycling Campaign 

IV. Composting Activities 

Chapter 23 – Composting with Worms  

Chapter 24 – Backyard Composting at School 

Chapter 25 – Schoolwide Compost Collection 

Chapter 26 – Worm Bin Composting Workshops 



V. Motivators and Rewards 

Chapter 27 – Reinforcing Collection Programs Over Time  

Chapter 28 – Reporting Progress  

Chapter 29 – Student Sponsor Group Celebration  

Chapter 30 – Conducting a Waste Audit  

Chapter 31 – Zero Waste Field Trips  

Chapter 32 – Compost Delivery  

Chapter 33 – Five and Ten-Year Celebrations 

Chapter 34 – Celebrating Earth Day   

Chapter 35 – Special Considerations for High Schools  

VI. Glossary 

 

 


